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Peter R. Neumann:

„…CVE counters not 
terrorism but processes of 
radicalisation. It involves 

no prosecutions, arrests, or 
threats of force, and seeks 
to mobilise and empower 

actors that are not 
traditionally associated 

with national security, such 
as local governments, 

educators, social 
workers,youth workers, 

religious leaders and civil 
society.”

WHAT IS COUNTERING 
VIOLENT EXTREMISM?

WHAT IS COUNTERING 
VIOLENT EXTREMISM?

DHS:

”CVE aims to address the 
root causes of violent 

extremism by providing 
resources to 

communities to build 
and sustain local 

prevention efforts and 
promote the use of 

counter-narratives to 
confront violent 

extremist messaging 
online.



COUNTERING VIOLENT EXTREMISM

“He didn’t buy Blerim a ticket to Syria, but he took him to places where they say 
him that Jihad is a good idea”  – Arieta Heta



DID WE SOLVE THE PROBLEM?
New laws – police actions – indictments - court - prison



NATIONAL STRATEGIES & GOVERNMENT APPROACH
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RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES
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Selected example: IC of Bosnia

12,000 followers on 
Facebook. Newspaper 
Preporod has 17,000 
followers, radio BIR 

22,000 followers



CIVIL SOCIETY









RESEARCH



Kosovo:

- CVE strategy support

- empower youth, 
women, CSOs

- social media, internet

- support youth 

- Inter-faith dialogue

- hate speech

- multi-sectoral 
cooperation on CVE

- referral system

SERBIA:

- CVE strategy support

- community policing

- social 
cohesion/inclusion

- youth awareness

- youth inclusion

- Internet misuse

- civil society

BiH:

- CVE strategy support

- empowering local-level 
actors

- raise awareness 

- Media/internet 
education

- role of the civil society

- role of education

- multi stakeholder 
meetings 

- youth engagement



REGIONAL CONFERENCES



REGIONAL APPROACH

The “Prevent–Refer–Address” Mechanism (P-R-A)

Regional EU-supported “First Line” Project
WB national P/CVE coordination mechanisms 

foreseen to be established 
by autumn 2019 (WB RAN platform)



Macedonian president at UN 
requires Balkan CT Center, 09/2014

REGIONAL INITIATIVES ON CT/CVE

Serbia proposed to EU to establish a 
Regional center for de-radicalisation

Albania proposed  CVE center



REGIONAL RESEARCH



Skopje

Tirana

Prishtina BelgradeTirana Sarajevo
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BALKAN INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING NETWORK



STRONG CITIES NETWORK

KOSOVO: Ferizaj, Gjakova, Gjilan, 
Gračanica, Kaçanik, Hani I Elezit, 
Pec/Peja, Mitrovica South,Prishtina,           
Prizren, Viti, Vushttri)

BIH: Bjelina, Centar/Sarajevo, Doboj, 
Prijedor, Srebrenik, Doboj, Tuzla

SERBIA:  Bujanovac, Presevo, Novi Pazar, Tutin,

MACEDONIA:  Cair/Skopje, Gostivar, Kicevo, 
Kumanovo, Struga, Tetovo

ALBANIA: Elbasan, Tirana

MONTENEGRO: Gusjine, Ulcinj
http://strongcitiesnetwork.org/



PROMOTION OF RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE AND PEACE



CONCLUSIONS

• The concept of CVE in the WB region is mainly understood in the 
context of countering religious extremism and the FTF phenomena

• Governments have well done CVE/CT strategies, not yet implemented

• Mostly conferences, workshops, research

• Different level of project implementation

• Lack of training for frontline workers

• Limited engagement of the religious communities

• Lack of national, regional and international level coordination

• Lack of regional projects and cooperation platforms

• Lack of community programs

• Online propaganda, prisons radicalization as future challenge



THANK YOU ON YOUR ATTENTION

“Violent extremism begins where societies of common values cease and vice versa. 
Where societies of common values move strongly towards the future, violent extremism ceases”

- Zlatko Lagumdžija



RECOMENDATIONS

• To empower civil society/CSOs, youth, women, teachers

• To furtherly promote community based activities

• To consider rehabilitation, resocialization, reintegration, prisoners

• Coordination of activities - regional approach - cooperation

• Coordination of foreign donations/funding & projects

• CVE should be broadened to all types of extremism

• Focus on inter-religious and inter-ethnic dialogue as part of CVE

• Use local tradition as strategic communication

• More government led initiatives

• CVE should be a permanent policy beyond FTF phenomena 


