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WHAT IS COUNTERING
VIOLENT EXTREMISM?

WHAT IS COUNTERING
VIOLENT EXTREMISM?

Peter R. Neumann:

,...CVE counters not
terrorism but processes of
radicalisation. It involves

no prosecutions, arrests, or

threats of force, and seeks

to mobilise and empower

actors that are not

traditionally associated

with national security, such
as local governments,

educators, social

workers,youth workers,

religious leaders and civil

society.”

DHS:

”"CVE aims to address the
root causes of violent
extremism by providing
resources to
communities to build
and sustain local
prevention efforts and
promote the use of
counter-narratives to
confront violent
extremist messaging
online.




“He didn’t buy Blerim a ticket to Syria, but he took him to places where they say
him that Jihad is a good idea” — Arieta Heta




DID WE SOLVE THE PROBLEM?
New laws — police actions — indictments - court - prison
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NATIONAL STRATEGIES & GOVERNMENT APPROACH

Republika e Kosovés
RepublikaKosova-Republic of Kosovo
i Go' it

Qeveria - Flada - Government
Zyra ¢ Kryeministrit - UredPremijera - Office of the Prime Minister

STRATEGY ON PREVENTION OF VIOLENT EXTREMISM AND RADICALISATION
ADING TO TERRORISM 2015-2020

Prishtina, September 2015

BOSNA I HERCEGOVINA
VIECE MINISTARA

STRATEGLIA BOSNE I HERCEGOVINE
ZA PREVENCUJU 1BORBU PROTIV
TERORIZMA

2015-2020.

Sanjevo, 2015, godine

*Usvojena o2 14 sjednic Vijeéa ministara B dana 08.07.2015. godine
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ANNEX 1. ALBANIA: NATIONAL STRATEGY
FOR COUNTERING VIOLENT EXTREMISM

Fostering a secure environment based on re-
spect for fundamental freedoms and values

The Albanian nation is founded on democratic values and a tradition of inter-faith coexistence.
Our common vision s ivate a society based on pect for rights, the rule of
law, equality, and fundamental freedoms.

Peace, stability, and prosperity i Iso of jici to Albania.
Itisin Albania’s interest to foster good neighbors, and
5, where inter-ethnic and inter-religious harmony prevails.

The protection and promotion of such values is increasingly important in our ever-changing
‘world, where the threat of violent extremim recognizes no borders.

Albania’s commitment to countering violent extremism and radicalization

Violent extremsm and radicalization, in all forms and i ors, currently constitute the
most serious threats to peace and security around the world. As such, the fight against these
threats, regardless of where they occur or by whom they are committed, requires government
actors tion at th ional as well as the

I lizi Albani; P to vi ism, the United Nations Global Count-
er-Terrorism Strategy will remain the common platform for all future endeavors. Moreover, Alba-
nia will continue to mongly suppm international counter-terrorism efforts, as well as promote

5, ing human rights i ing the rule of law.

Albani making a substanti: i ibuti i ional efforts to
counter violent extremism and radical zation:

!
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Baana ma Penviinka Makenonnja

HauuoHaIeH KOMHTET 33 CHPEMYBALE HA HACHIEH
eRCTpeMuIaM | Goplia NPOTHE TepopHIAM

HAIHHOHATHA CTPATEIHJA
HA PEINIYVE/IHEA MAKETOHHJA

3A CHNPEYYBAILE HA HACHJIEH EKCTPEMH3IAM

(2018-2022)

Cranje
Wrenpyapi 2018 rogisa




RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES
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Selected example: IC of Bosnia

Prevencija radikalizacije koja vodi ka nasilnom ekstremizmu kod mladih

USUDIlI NASILN -
EL. Fazloic: Neka St ne
Kriju stinu od svoje djece
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Prevencija radikalizacije koja vodi ka nasilnom ekstremizmu kod mladih
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IDEOLOGIJA
TEKFIRA

INASILNI EKSTREMIZAM

- ANALIZA -

C

ISLAMSKA ZAJEDNICA
U BOSNI | HERCEGOVINI

Musliman se mora
suprotstaviti nasilju
ako nasi- dove koji su nasilje &ini- mu udingti Sirk pcrp Nasilje. nered,
""":?. e i'm...’::l."’ [P “q.,.;“i‘ .&’:;‘:: prolfjevanje
m (Hud.102) Ovim ajetom savjery i po- mrmwe

i
va
agnavne 1

Obrazovanjem mladih
protiv radikalizma

-Odgajajte svoju djecu za  tjesteta &3 odgoja ptam i chotavali mimo Njega. N
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12,000 followers on
Facebook. Newspaper
Preporod has 17,000

followers, radio BIR

22,000 followers




CIVIL SOCIETY

analytico 8
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3 PARANDALIMI
LEKS THERIZAI
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The Truth Behind
the Promised Caliphate
Fighting for the interests of others
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Albanian The Norwegian Netherlands Helsinki Committee for Together forLife  This project is funded
Helsmla Committee Helsinki Commiftee  Helsinki Committee ~ Human Rights in Serbia from European Commission

Civil Society Countering Violent Extremism

Terre des hommes
* Holping children worldwide,  tdh.ch-
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Strengthening Civil Society to Suild
Youth Resilience to Violent Extremism
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"Schools as a front line adversaries of Violent Extremism"'

i

Kaméz. Elbasan and Pogradec.



*
e
B

=|=""--F

KULTURNI CENTAR

NOWVI PAZAR

YOUTH COUNTERING
THE VIOLENT
EXTREMISM

,Mladi protiv nasilnog ekstremizma”
"Youth Countering the Violent Extremism”

www.nenasilno.ba

o9 Kingdom of the Netherlands
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NOVIFAIAR

INTEGRISANI
ODGOVOR ZAJEDNICE
NA IZAZOVE PO
LJUDSKU SIGURNOST
U NOVOM PAZARU

INTEGRISANI ODGOVOR ZA JEDNICE NA[ZAZOVE PO LJUDSKU SIGLRNOST U NOYOM PAZARU

Embassy of Switzedand
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Mladi protiv nasilnog ekstremizma”

"Youth Countering the Violent Extremism”

YOUTH COUNTERING
THE VIOLENT
EXTREMISM

INTEGRISANI
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RESEARCH

KCSs # KCSS 4 KCSS

KOSOVO SECURITY BAROMETER

WOMEN IN VIOLENT EXTREMISM
Spedial Edition: LESSONS LEARNED FROM KOSOVO
The citizens'views against violent extremism
and radicalization in Kosovo
Report inquiring into
the causes and consequences
of Kosovo citizens' involvement as
foreign fighters in Syria and Iraq

\ = UNITED STATES INSTITUTE OF PEACE_wensshor
SSPECIAL REPORT

{778\, International Center for
\‘./ the Study of Violent Extremism

Dynamics of Radicalization
and Violent E ism in
Kosovo

Drivers of Radicalization and Violent
Extremism in Kosovo: Women's Roles in
Supporting, Preventing & Fighting Violent
Extremism

Anse Speckhard, Ph.D. & Ardian Shajkovei, PR.D.
Aprii2017

HDPC

DPC Policy Note

New Series # 10

Atlantic
mitiative

THENEW LURE OF THE SYRIAN
WAR - THE FOREIGN FIGHTERS'
BOSNIAN CONTINGENT

by Vido Asino and Muhamed Jusé
Sajen, 016,

@ -v-

AT
Hotel Termag, Jahortna, Bosnia and Herzegovina
March 1.3,2016

FNAL REPO)

g ) ) co-organized by the

the support of the US. Government, brought together almost 70 particpants froe

exercise were from the Usited State, Unitod Kingdom, sod Romana. Particpants

included.represeeatves of minority groups, young relgous communiies,
goverament agencies inmlligence services, judical
s, heskh and medical wockers, the variows. internatonsl
organzatons,

BiH iz especialy engaged asd effoctive. Thiz TTX drew upos the posiive results of 3
sl exercl ich was held
in Garmisch-Partenkirchen, Germany, in fly 2015. Signiicantly, the event Ia [sborina

Misister of Security of BIH) on behalf of BIH Securty Miniser Dragan Mekeic
Anba i Mr. Richard P

(Foreign Afairs Ofsce, United Stats Depariment o State).

‘Task Eorce Exerciees.
“The TTX model ncorporated two detaded cace studies, developed by natinsl experts
from BIH, esch based upon 2 yousg indiidual who, fo variows reasons, became

in both case studes. Ocher themes ratsed inchaded warome and past confict rauma,
percsived or achusl sochl exdusion, peer infloence, petty crime and juvenile
delimquency, previous experiances with law enforosment sushorites, dieastion froe
famy member

For the grestar part of the TTX, participants were dividad into tweo Task Force groups,
with cach Task Force focusing ther discussions on one case study. Both Task Forces
incorporatsd represestatives from each of the professional secioes noted sbove,

Bosnia and Herzegovina: Attitudes on

Violent Extremism and Foreign Influence
I

January 4 - February 3, 2017

URyEY
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STAVOVI MLADIH U SANDZAKU
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PROF. DR VLADIMIR ILIC
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\ ASSESSMENT OF MACEDONIA’S

\ EFFORTS IN COUNTERING
VIOLENT EXTREMISM,
VIEW FROM CIVIL SOCIETY
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Working
towards
Resilient
Communities
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Author:
Samet Shabani
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Organization for Security and
Co-operation in Europe

Kosovo:
CVE strategy support

empower youth,
women, CSOs

social media, internet
support youth
Inter-faith dialogue
hate speech

multi-sectoral
cooperation on CVE

referral system

BiH:
CVE strategy support

empowering local-level
actors

raise awareness

Media/internet
education

role of the civil society

role of education

multi stakeholder
meetings

youth engagement

SERBIA:
- CVE strategy support

- community policing

- social
cohesion/inclusion

- youth awareness
- youth inclusion
- Internet misuse

- civil society




REGIONAL CONFERENCES

Tirané, 20 mars 2015

Konferencé Ndétkombétare

Wi Kmglial




REGIONAL APPROACH

Western Balkans
Counter-Terrorism initiative

Cli

The “Prevent—Refer—Address” Mechanism (P-R-A)
DCAF

a centre for security
development and
the rule of law

|IOM

THE UNITED NATIONS
MIGRATION AGENCY

DCAF |

()

Regional EU-supported “First Line” Project
WB national P/CVE coordination mechanisms
foreseen to be established
by autumn 2019 (WB RAN platform)

Bl oo
Eiropasn nion
Srussots. 4 December 2015
ey

1388711

noTE
From: General Secretanat of the Councl

To Delegations

Subject. EU Western Balkan CoUNter-temonsm INFIathe: INTegrative pian of acton

1 Thesetof draft conclusions. including the action plan. as set out in the Annex. were
submstead 1o the Council by the Presidency on 3 September 2015. The text thersof was
discussed at the meetings of the Terrorism Working Party (TWP) of © Sepeemsber.

21 October and 17 November 2015 and endorsed in the Standing Comminee on Operational
Cooperation or: Intemal Security (COST) oa 24 November 2015

The action plan will be submitted for endorsement at the EU-Western Balkans Justice and
Home Affairs Ministerial Forum. to be held in Sarajevo o 7-8 Decamber 2015.

1450015

1388715 ACA5e 1

DGDIC

\sesi ) maq. Rao Kgzrmed, Pt Ure,

@ www.rcc.int/p-cve

P-CVE

in South East Europe

Search P-CVE

Report
on the activities of the Regional Cooperation Council

in the area of Countering Radicalization and Violent
Extremism (CVE)

About P-CVE  Documents

Council Home

Events  Glossary Directory

Welcome to P-CVE

The Regional Cooperation Council (RCC) welcomes you to its

specialized website, ded

icated to regional security

cooperation in South East Europe (SEE) in general, and to

prevention and counteri
particular.

You can search P-CVE by selecting one or more criteria given on the right side. Once your search is
completed with specific result you will be able to obtain all relevant information available in P-CVE

ing of violent extremism (P-CVE) in

Upcoming events N

£ Calendar

Initiatives to Prevent/Counter
Violent Extremism in
South East Europe

A Waiting Game:



REGIONAL INITIATIVES ON CT/CVE

Macedonian president at UN
requires Balkan CT Center, 09/2014

EUROPE
LEGIONAL ENTITIES

Balkans Regional CVE |Initiative was
announced on the margins of the 70th
Session of the UN General Assembly in
September 2015. It is anticipated that
the Government of Albania will lead this
Western Balkans regional CVE initiative to
build regional capacity and cooperation on
CVE issues, in particular through supporting
front-line CVE practitioners, civil society,
and local communities, developing national
CVE strategies, and promoting research,
education, and counter-messaging. No
relevant publications or organizational
structure has been put in place yet. For
more information, see whitehouse.gov/the-

press-office/2015/09/29/fact-sheet-leaders-

summit-counter-isil-and-violent-extremism

Albania proposed CVE center

£

Serbia proposed to EU to establish a
Regional center for de-radicalisation



REGIONAL RESEARCH

g’ Aeztrian National Defence Academy

Violent Extremism in the Western Balkans

Policy Recommendations '
Study Group Regional Stability in
South East Europe

Beigrode 1 Crsatn of

pros-sng SN oAmprerd
31 RISEE 3G WORKSHOP - Belgrade, Serbia  Secuty via —
2729 September 2015 e .

* Foews public palicies on prevention rather than esoked ar 2t least 3 peacefally Nopetheles:
* Wock cn eadieating the o0t camses of wiolent 5 incidents
exueizey casted 2 dark shadow over sach an image of the region.

one pocenur and wourding two others. Too weeks
Iater, the towm of Kamunovo i northern Macedonia
Situation Analysis was It by 2 “seekend war” leaving eight policemen
tecrodsts dead. Fimay, in Jue
n

and fourteen 2015,
For moce than a decade, the Western Balkans was  the Idamic State invited Balkan a video
considered to be a region sowly recovering from the  message to “either join, oc Kl over there”, The video
it had 2 very powectal revomnce accoss the cegion and
most puinstream madiz repacted about itin 2 3
backslides and slagpith zeforms thece has  fshion. Aany dowwplayed the importzoce of the

v |

Initiatives to Prevent/Counter
Violent Extremism in
South East Europe

( ) Regional Council
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What About the Women?
Understandin&and Addressing the
Problem of ISIS Female Recruitment
in the Western Balkans

Eric Mietz

BETWEEN SALVATION AND TERROR:
RADICALIZATION AND THE
FOREIGN FIGHTER PHENOMENON
IN THE WESTERN BALKANS

Edited by Vlado Azinovié

Foreword by Peter R. Neumann
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BALKAN INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING NETWORK

Balkaninsight

20-26 August, Dubrovnik; Croatia

ALBANIA  BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA ~ BULGARIA  CROATIA  KOSOVO  MACEDONIA  MONTENEGRO  ROMANIA ~ SERBIA  ALLBALKAN COUNTRIES

Allthe News  Premium BlOgS Video In Pictures '\ype in your search ph(age m advanced sear

HOTTOPICS - ) Balkan Transitional Justice Paper Trail 1IS inthe Balkans Turkey and the Balkans Balkans Today The Balkans and Russia [EURTI R NIFIITE

B@RN Home AboutBIRN v  Network v NewsandEvents  Contactus

BALKAN INVESTIGATIVE
REPORTING NETWORK

BIRN Launches Balkan Extremism
Reporting Project

December1, 2015

BIRN Hub began anew project focused on online reporting on extremismin News Analysis and Opinion

the Balkans with two days of training for journalists from across the region. : _ :
Bosnia Urged To Protect Clerics From SIS “Bosnia Ponders Terror Threat as Interpol
Threats Seeks Suspects

Daniel Kovacevic

Romania Detains Suspected Islamic State
Militant ¥ Experts Tackle Religious Radicalisation
of Young Bosnians

Igor Spaic

The two-day training session for 11 journalists from Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina,

Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia was held in Belgrade from November 21-22 Religious Extremism Has Grown in Kosovo,

s i . Lo , ‘ H ° UN Study
as part of Balkan Investigative Reporting Network's new project, ‘Strengthening Media Ba I ka n J | h a d | sts g ‘ = & No Deradicalsaion Schemes for Bosrian
Reporting and Public Understanding of Extremism in the Western Balkans' : > ) . 37 Russias Strategic lans Failng n Balkans, Terror Convicts
The Radicalisation and Recruitment of Y 1985y et b

Clerics From ISIS Threats

Bosnian presidency member Baki lzetbegovic has

; s , ¢ called on Bosnian institutions to protect the o
Kermani lectured on various aspects of lslamic theology, and presented an overview of countys Musi ceics-aer SIS recenty ssued.~~ Kosovo 1515 Leader Killd, Media Reports * Albania Faiing to Address Threat From

(o LN - Y N

producer, and Shpend Kursani, a researcher at the Kosovo Centre for Security Policy. 115 Thveaten Teror Campaignnhe

Balkans




STRONG CITIES NETWORK

KOSOVO: Ferizaj, Gjakova, Gjilan,
Gracanica, Kacanik, Hani | Elezit,

Pec/Peja, Mitrovica South,Prishtina,
Prizren, Viti, Vushttri)

BIH: Bjelina, Centar/Sarajevo, Doboj,
Prijedor, Srebrenik, Doboj, Tuzla

SERBIA: Bujanovac, Presevo, Novi Pazar, Tutin,

MACEDONIA: Cair/Skopje, Gostivar, Kicevo,
Kumanovo, Struga, Tetovo

>TRONG ALBANIA: Elbasan, Tirana
LOCAL INNOVATION GRANTS m o - —-mg =

- \- 1 | MONTENEGRO: Gusjine, Ulcinj

http://strongcitiesnetwork.org" Ak Ay




PROMOTION OF RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE AND PEACE

- )50 Vs ’,‘ v‘l, “Pq,{ w?r ; ” ;
| Sy - | EETE AR Vi Reisu--ulema Cestitao Vaskrs 3

@ediramaal

Mirenjohje te kater perfagesuesve te klerit Objafen petk, 03 Haj 2013 1220

shqiptar ge sot mahniten Parisin dhe e
ngriten Shqiperine ne piedestal!

BRecommend 10 E)Send

" 73

Uputio je mitropolitu ~ dabrobosanskom  Nikolaju i Njegovom
Preosvestenstvu Episkopu Zahumsko-Hercegovatkom i Primorskom
Grigoruju esfitku povodom pravoslavnog blagdana Vaskrsa

i U Cestiki Reisu--uleme se kaze
-Vasa Eminencijo

U povodu nastupajuceg Viaskrsa upucujem Vama i svim pravoslavnim
viernicima u Bosni | Hercegovini Cestitke sa Zefom da ga provedete u

miru i zadovoljstvy

U nadi nam je svima na srcu mir i blagostanje, primite izraze mojeg postovanja

I Toleranca ndérfetare njé ndér vierat mé té réndésishme té shtetit toné
Presidentja Jahjaga e uroi Igumanin Janjiq dhe té gjithé besimtarit ortodoks pér

Festén e Pashkéve Ortodokse dhe tha se toleranca fetare né Kosové éshté vlera mé e
madhe e shogérisé né vend.

Zmadho fotografing

Presidentja e Republikés s& Kosovés, Atifete Jahjaga vizitoi sot Manastirin e Decanit pér Festén e Courtesy Photo

Pashkéve Ortodokse




CONCLUSIONS

* The concept of CVE in the WB region is mainly understood in the
context of countering religious extremism and the FTF phenomena l \

Governments have well done CVE/CT strategies, not yet implemented

Mostly conferences, workshops, research

Different level of project implementation

Lack of training for frontline workers

Limited engagement of the religious communities

Lack of national, regional and international level coordination

Lack of regional projects and cooperation platforms

Lack of community programs

Online propaganda, prisons radicalization as future challenge



“Violent extremism begins where societies of common values cease and vice versa. ;
Where societies of common values move strongly towards the future, violent extremism ceases

- Zlatko Lagumdzija

THANK YOU ON YOUR ATTENTION



RECOMENDATIONS

* To empower civil society/CSOs, youth, women, teachers

* To furtherly promote community based activities

* To consider rehabilitation, resocialization, reintegration, prisoners
* Coordination of activities - regional approach - cooperation

» Coordination of foreign donations/funding & projects

CVE should be broadened to all types of extremism

* Focus on inter-religious and inter-ethnic dialogue as part of CVE

Use local tradition as strategic communication

* More government led initiatives

CVE should be a permanent policy beyond FTF phenomena




